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City-Financed Library 


Planne 


LOUISVILLE’S time - hon- 
ored tradition of depending on 
private donors to help get 
public libraries was honored 
again Thursday. 

Developers of Bon Air Es- 
tates gave Mayor William O. 
Cowger and City Librarian 
‘C. R. Graham deed to the site 
of the new Bon Air Library, 
zat Del Rio Place and Rio 
“Terrace, 


This will be the first public 
“library here ever built and 
‘financed by the City. All pre- 

vious libraries have been sub- 

_sidized: the main library and 
the first eight branches by the 
-Carnegie Endowment, and the 
Shawnee and Iroquois 
Branches by the W.P.A. and 
P.W.A., respectively, in the 
1930's, 


men has approved the $200,000 
cost of the structure, which 
has been designed by the firm 
of Harstern, Louis and Henry, 
architects, 

This will also be Louisville’s 
first branch library with a 
garden designed as a working 
part of the library. A walled 
court, with planting and a cen- 
tral fountain, will be at the 
northeast corner. Floor-to-ceil- 
ing walls of glass will separate 
the court from the children’s 
and adult reading rooms. 


Stack capacity of the adult 
room will be 22,000 volumes 
around the walls, which will 
have no windows, The chil- 
dren’s stacks will hold 7,000 
volumes. A book-storage room 
will hold another 2,000. 


Another “first” is the design 
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d For Bon Air 


branch libraries had been de- 
signed “first as a building, 
and then as a library. This 
one reverses the process.” As 
a result, the high brick walls 
will allow maximum inside wall 
storage space for books, yet 
the gable-end windows above 
will admit plenty of light, as 
will the courtyard window- 
walls, 


Meeting Room 


A community meeting room 
will be built at the southwest 
corner of the building, to seat 
90 persons. The glassed vesti- 
bule will have large display 
cases on either side of the 
entry. 

The architects have acknowl- 
edged the neighborhood style | 
of brick exterior and gabled 
roofs, which is carried out in 
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roof with timber decking and 
laminated beams will add a 
somewhat domestic look to the 
library. 


Preliminary plans have been 
approved by the building com- 
mittee of the Board of Trustees 
of the Louisville Free Public 
Library. Estimated construc- 
tion time is about 10 to 12 
months. 


Librarian Graham said this 
was “our first chance to get 
a library and have the building 
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brarian Graham said all prior 
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Architects Sketch By Hartstern, Louis & Henry 
Louisville’s first new branch library fully financed by the City will look 
like this when completed in the Bon Air neighborhood between Taylorsville 
and Bardstown Roads. Completion of $200,000 building may be in 10 months. 


designed around it.” The esti- 
mated cost of $200,000 will 
cover the structure, with equip- 
ment and landscape architec- 
ture extra. 


Deed Accepted 


On Thursday, City officials 


accepted deed to the property 
from realtor Roy Foeman, at- 
torney Lee Blackwell and Mrs. 
Norma Twyman, daughter of 
the late W. E. Cox. The two 
man and the late Mr. Cox 
built the shopping center, de- 


1963 


the Bon Air Shopping Center 
across the street. 


veloped the surrounding sub- 


division, and donated land for 
the library. 

Only eight parking spaces 
are provided at the new li- 
brary, since it is anticipated 
that most library patrons also 
will be shopping across the 
street, and can use the center’s 
parking lot. 


The library is expected to 


serve a neighborhood which 
has increased from a few hun- 


dred to 50,000 in population | 


during the last 15 years. 
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6000 volumes to start Bon Air branch 


By HAROLD BROWNING 

You're a librarian. 

A new branch is opening 
and you've got to pick out 
its first 6,000 books. 

Umpteen million books are 
available, so what do you do? 

Resign? Slash your wrists? 

Neither of these alternatives 
l is necessary, say staff members 
at the Louisville Free Public 
| Library. Selecting that many 
books for a new branch is 
| the job facing them and they’re 
| calm as card catalogs. 
| C. R. “Skip” Graham, direc- 
itor of the library, said 6,000 
is the minimum number of 
i books the planned Bon Air 
‘Branch will need before it 
opens. And he said choosing 
i that many books is not as diffi- 
| cult as it seems, 


Guides Are Explained 


“Of course nobody could 
just sit down and pick out 
la list of 6,000 books out of 
his head,’ Graham said. “The 
American Library Association 
has a basic list of books for 
small libraries and we'll use 
that as one guide.” 

Another ‘guide will be the 
character and makeup of the 
i| neighborhood. 

“We haven’t analyzed the 
area yet to the extent that 
iwe know what kind of books 
| it needs,” said Graham. “We 
|| do know it’s a new neighbor- 
| hood made up of lots of young 
|| families. So they’ll need lots 
| of children’s books.” 

He said the basic books go 
‚on the shelves first and then 
the librarians start looking 
around for special areas of 
interest. 

“If there’s a strong garden 
club in the area, they’ll need 
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Cost Estimated At $221,450 


The Bon Air unit, the Free 
| Public Library’s 24th branch, 


| will be built on the northeast 
| corner 


of Del Rio Place 


and | 


Mina Terrace, across the street 
from the Bon Air Manor Shop- 
ping Center. 

It will cost an estimated 
$221,450. Bids for construction 
of the branch will be opened 
June 12. Graham said he hopes 
construction can start soon 
after, and that it should open 
about a year later. 


Graham said the new branch 
will serve an area with a popu- 
lation of about 50,000. “In the 
past the area has not been 
served directly except by book- 
mobile,” he said. 

Graham estimates it will cost 
$5 each, or $30,000, to get 
that first 6,000 books on the 
shelf. “And 6,000 is the abso- 
lute minimum we'll need to 
start at Bon Air,” he said. 

“The ideal situation would 
be to start off with a collection 
of 15,000 to 20,000 books in 
a new branch,’ Graham said. 
But he said this is not possible 
because of the initial expense, 
“We'll add as many books each 
year as we can,” he said. 

Book-buying will begin soon 
after the start of the fiscal 
year beginning July 1. 

The books will be purchased 
from wholesale jobbers and 
from retail outlets. “We might 
even go downtown and buy 
some books off bookstore 
shelves’ if we need them,” 
Graham said. 

He said that while the li- 
brary welcomes gifts of books, 
they are accepted only if no 
strings are attached. “If we 
don’t need them because of 
duplication, we dispose of them 
in the most useful way we 
can,” he said. 

All purchasing for the li- 
brary system is done by a 
central office. And all catalog- 
ing is done at the main library. 

Graham says the cataloging, 
a slow and tedious task, is the 
hardest job facing library em- 
ployees as the result of the 
new branch. He said the cata- 
loging will start as soon as 
book-purchasing begins so that 
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“A branch is designed to 
be the center of community 
self-education and recreation,” 
Graham said. “But being a 
branch, it’s understood that 
lots of questions will have to 
be answered at the main li- 
brary.” 

He said the Bon Air unit 
will be tied in, as are all 
the units, with the library wire 
network. 

“Tf a child wants to listen 
to a dramatization of Moby 
Dick, the branch librarian will 
call us at the main library 
and we'll play it so that the 
child can listen at the branch,” 
Graham said. 

Branches can borrow books 
and films from the main li- 
brary and deliveries to the 
branches are made daily. The 
Bon Air library will have a 
200-seat auditorium in which 
to show films. Library users 
who want to check out films 
for showing elsewhere will 


have to go to the main library 
to get them. 


Graham says building a li- 
brary takes a lot of planning® 


with architects, and one of the 
worst things to try to do is 
to set up a library in an old 
mansion or some other build- 
ing. 

“If you’re going to have a 
good library,” he said, “you’ve 
got to set it up and then build 
a building around it.” 





